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Welcome to the “Lithuania in

the Gulf” New direct flights between Vilnius and

Dubai announced by flydubai from 11 Dec,

2025.
What’s new in Lithuania? Lithuania rising as a hub for innovation
and entrepreneurship.
Major media coverage of Lithuania in
Bahrain.
Coming soon: Lithuania at the European
Embassy News Film Festival in Abu Dhabi.

Coming soon: Marking 30 years of Lithuania

Lithuania in the Gulf Media -Bahrain diplomatic relations on 3 July.
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Welcome to the
“Lithuania in the Gulf”
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There's a quiet but growing story unfolding
between Lithuania and the Gulf. It's a story of
trade routes rediscovered, of ideas exchanged,
and of cultures meeting on equal terms.
“Lithuania in the Gulf” is here to tell that story.
Welcome the official newsletter of the
Embassy of Lithuania in Abu Dhabi!

The Embassy is entrusted with bringing
Lithuania closer to the United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Bahrain. Our work is
about more than protocol or handshakes. It's
about building real connections between
entrepreneurs and artists, between students
and innovators, between countries shaping a
shared future.

In the newsletter you'll find dispatches from
the front lines of diplomacy, glimpses of
Lithuanian culture in unexpected places, and
updates on how we are helping bring Lithuania
and the Gulf closer together.

The Baltic and the Gulf have more in common
than distance might suggest. “Lithuania in the

Gulf” is where we tell that story.

Stay with us!




WHAT'S NEW IN
LITHUANIA?

“Lithuania is a country of happy people” - a
Lebanese doctor’s story

For Ghassan El Ouzeir, a Lebanese family doctor working in Jasidnai, Lithuania
has become more than a workplace — it's become home. In a recent
interview, Dr. El Ouzeir shared his impressions of life in Lithuania, his passion
for medicine, and why he calls Lithuania “a country of happy people.” His next
step: pursuing a medical residency in cardiology, following in the footsteps of
his father and cousins.

More: Lithuania is a country of happy_people”: interview with a doctor from
Lebanon - LRT

Vilnius: A Baltic Tiger on the Rise

Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, has surpassed other Baltic capitals and even
the EU average in terms of GDP growth. Once known as a modest capital,
Vilnius is now one of Europe's fastest-growing urban economies. What's
driving this momentum? A vibrant tech sector, booming startup ecosystem,
smart infrastructure, and a forward-looking local government. The city's rise is
further proof of Lithuania's position as an emerging economic hub in Europe.
More: Vilnius Surpasses Baltic Capitals and EU Average

Summer in Kaunas: Music, Ice Cream &
Modernist Architecture

Looking for the perfect Baltic summer getaway? Kaunas, Lithuania’s second-
largest city and former European Capital of Culture, is offering visitors a feast
for the senses. From the city's Top 12 most delicious ice creams to open-air
jazz concerts and guided tours of stunning modernist architecture, Kaunas is
quickly becoming a must-visit cultural hotspot in Northern Europe.

More: Kaunas Summer Top 12

Lithuania’s Culinary
Scene Shines in
Michelin Guide

Lithuania's growing culinary
reputation has once again been
recognized by the prestigious
Michelin Guide. The latest edition
confirms one-star ratings for four
acclaimed Vilnius restaurants —
Demo, Dziaugsmas, Pas mus, and
Nineteen18 — while welcoming new
entries to its Bib Gourmand list for
outstanding quality and value.

More:  Michelin _recognizes 37
restaurants in Lithuania, retains stars
for 4 top Vilnius spots - LRT

Lithuania’s Iconic
Pink Soup — with a
Modern Twist

As  summer  begins, Lithuania
prepares to celebrate one of its most
beloved culinary traditions — the
Pink Soup Festival in Vilnius. Known
locally as Saltibarsciai, this vibrant
chilled beetroot soup has long been
a staple of Lithuanian summers. Now,
food experts are giving it a fresh look,
blending tradition with modern
flavors and food safety innovations.
More: Making_ and  savouring
Lithuania’s iconic pink soup: tips
from a food expert - LRT

beginning of the Pink Soup Season in Abu
Dhabi, 31 May 2025


https://lithuania.lt/governance-in-lithuania/vilnius-surpasses-baltic-capitals-and-eu-average-a-baltic-tiger-on-the-rise/
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2584051/lithuania-is-a-country-of-happy-people-interview-with-a-doctor-from-lebanon
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2584051/lithuania-is-a-country-of-happy-people-interview-with-a-doctor-from-lebanon
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2576213/michelin-recognizes-37-restaurants-in-lithuania-retains-stars-for-4-top-vilnius-spots
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2576213/michelin-recognizes-37-restaurants-in-lithuania-retains-stars-for-4-top-vilnius-spots
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2576213/michelin-recognizes-37-restaurants-in-lithuania-retains-stars-for-4-top-vilnius-spots
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2576213/michelin-recognizes-37-restaurants-in-lithuania-retains-stars-for-4-top-vilnius-spots
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2577461/making-and-savouring-lithuania-s-iconic-pink-soup-tips-from-a-food-expert
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2577461/making-and-savouring-lithuania-s-iconic-pink-soup-tips-from-a-food-expert
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2577461/making-and-savouring-lithuania-s-iconic-pink-soup-tips-from-a-food-expert
https://lithuania.lt/news/culture-in-lithuania/kaunas-summer-top-12-tastiest-ice-cream-modernist-safaris-and-a-music-lovers-paradise/

Lithuania: Among
the Global Leaders in
Entrepreneurship

Lithuania has been recognized as
one of the top countries for business,
securing 2nd place globally in the
GEM 2024/2025 Global
Entrepreneurship Report.  This
ranking reflects Lithuania's dynamic,
innovative, and  startup-friendly
economy.

More: Lithuania: A Key Player in
Global Enterpreneurship Index

Lithuanian Laser
Technology Expands
to Silicon Valley

Lithuania’s  world-renowned laser
technology sector has taken a major
step forward. Leading Lithuanian
laser manufacturer Light Conversion
has opened a new research and
development laboratory in Silicon
Valley. This expansion strengthens
Lithuania’s role in global photonics
and advanced manufacturing,
bringing Baltic innovation to the
heart of the tech world.

More: Lithuanian Laser Technology
Leader Light Conversion Expands to
Silicon Valley _with New R&D
Laboratory_|_Lithuania

Lithuania’s Business
Services Sector:
2025 Outlook

According to a newly released report
by Invest Lithuania, Lithuania's
business services sector continues its
steady growth, driven by global
demand for IT, finance, and customer
support. The country's educated
workforce, multilingual talent, and
vibrant business environment make
it a competitive hub for international
companies seeking reliable service
partners.

More: Lithuania's business services
report 2025 |_Invest Lithuania

Life Sciences Baltic 2025: Europe’s Gateway
to Life Sciences

On September 17-18, 2025, Vilnius will host
Life Sciences Baltic 2025, the premier life
sciences event in the Baltic region. Gathering
scientists, investors, and innovators from
around the world, this event highlights
Lithuania’'s rapid rise as a key player in
biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, and medical
research. As Prof. Vladas Algirdas Bumelis puts
it: “Lithuania is part of the global life sciences
elite.”

More: Prof. Vladas Algirdas Bumelis: “Lithuania
Is Part of the Global Life Sciences Elite” |
Lithuania

Life cﬁg@ﬁ

Sciences
Baltics

Register for the event here

BUSINESS &
INNOVATION

New Direct Vilnius - Dubai Flights from
December 2025

The ties between Lithuania and the Gulf are about to grow even closer.
Starting in December 2025, flydubai will launch direct flights between Vilnius
and Dubai, creating a convenient new route between the Baltic and the Gulf.
This will be flydubai's first direct service to Lithuania - a new bridge for travel,
business, and tourism.

More: flydubai to launch direct flights between Vilnius and Dubai - LRT



https://lifesciencesbaltics.com/
https://lithuania.lt/news/business-and-innovations-in-lithuania/prof-vladas-algirdas-bumelis-lithuania-is-part-of-the-global-life-sciences-elite/
https://lithuania.lt/news/business-and-innovations-in-lithuania/prof-vladas-algirdas-bumelis-lithuania-is-part-of-the-global-life-sciences-elite/
https://lithuania.lt/news/business-and-innovations-in-lithuania/prof-vladas-algirdas-bumelis-lithuania-is-part-of-the-global-life-sciences-elite/
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2576729/flydubai-to-launch-direct-flights-between-vilnius-and-dubai
https://lithuania.lt/governance-in-lithuania/lithuanian-laser-technology-leader-light-conversion-expands-to-silicon-valley-with-new-rd-laboratory/
https://lithuania.lt/governance-in-lithuania/lithuanian-laser-technology-leader-light-conversion-expands-to-silicon-valley-with-new-rd-laboratory/
https://lithuania.lt/governance-in-lithuania/lithuanian-laser-technology-leader-light-conversion-expands-to-silicon-valley-with-new-rd-laboratory/
https://lithuania.lt/governance-in-lithuania/lithuanian-laser-technology-leader-light-conversion-expands-to-silicon-valley-with-new-rd-laboratory/
https://lithuania.lt/governance-in-lithuania/lithuanian-laser-technology-leader-light-conversion-expands-to-silicon-valley-with-new-rd-laboratory/
https://investlithuania.com/report/gbs-report/
https://investlithuania.com/report/gbs-report/
https://lifesciencesbaltics.com/
https://lithuania.lt/governance-in-lithuania/lithuania-a-key-player-in-global-business-rankings/
https://lithuania.lt/governance-in-lithuania/lithuania-a-key-player-in-global-business-rankings/

EMBASSY NEWS

Future Emirati Diplomats Visit the Lithuanian
Embassy in Abu Dhabi

On June 11, the Embassy of Lithuania in Abu Dhabi welcomed a group of
future diplomats from the Anwar Gargash Diplomatic Academy (AGDA) - the
UAE's leading institution for diplomatic training. During the visit, the
Ambassador of Lithuania to the UAE, H.E. Ramanas Davidonis, introduced
Lithuania’s foreign policy priorities, the growing partnership between Lithuania
and the UAE, as well as Lithuania's role in the European Union and the United
Nations. Together with the embassy team, the guests also explored Lithuania's
history, culture, and economic strengths, with a special focus on the country's
thriving innovation and high-tech sectors, which are attracting increasing
interest from partners in the UAE.

The Embassy of Lithuania highly values its growing cooperation with the
Anwar Gargash Diplomatic Academy. Such student visits have become not
only a valued tradition but also an important platform for strengthening the
ties between Lithuania and the United Arab Emirates.

More: Visit of the AGDA trainees

AGDA trainees signing Guest Book at the Lithuanian Embassy

Strengthening Lithuania - Kuwait Relations

During his recent visit to Kuwait in late May, Ambassador of Lithuania
Ramdnas Davidonis met with H.E. Ambassador Sadig M. S. Marafi, Assistant
Foreign Minister for European Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Kuwait.

The meeting provided an excellent opportunity to discuss ways to further
strengthen Lithuania-Kuwait bilateral cooperation, exchange views on key
regional developments, and coordinate ahead of the upcoming EU-GCC
Ministerial Meeting. Lithuania highly values the growing partnership with
Kuwait and remains committed to fostering closer ties between Europe and
the Gulf region.

Lithuania at the EU

Film Festival in Abu
Dhabi

Lithuanian embassy will take part in
this year's EU Film Festival in Abu
Dhabi with the film “Remember to
Blink". Screening will take place on
Friday, 27 June at 8 pm

The film tells the story of a French
couple who adopt two Lithuanian
children, with Gabi, a bilingual
student, helping them adjust. What
begins as a hopeful journey soon
reveals deep cultural divides and
conflicting visions of family and
belonging.

Book your ticket here: The European
Film Festival
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Lithuanian
Universities Engage
with the UAE

Ambassador Ramdnas Davidonis met
with  representatives  of  Vilnius
University ~ Business  School  and
Vytautas Magnus University to explore
new academic partnerships  with
universities in the UAE and the Gulf.
The goal: closer cooperation in higher
education, student exchanges, and joint
research. Lithuania is ready to share its
expertise and deepen academic
collaboration in the region.


https://euff.ae/
https://uae.mfa.lt/en/news/37/future-emirati-diplomats-visit-the-lithuanian-embassy-in-abu-dhabi:101
https://uae.mfa.lt/en/news/37/future-emirati-diplomats-visit-the-lithuanian-embassy-in-abu-dhabi:101
https://euff.ae/
https://euff.ae/

BAHRAIN

Spotlight on Lithuania in “Al Ayam”

In May one of Bahrain's leading daily newspapers, published series of
interviews and articles on Lithuania, by journalist Tamam Abulsafi.

Articles highlights Lithuania's remarkable transformation from post-
Soviet recovery to becoming one of the fastest-growing economies in
the European Union, driven by innovation, education, and openness.
It also shines a light on Lithuania’s vibrant cultural scene and the
expanding opportunities for academic cooperation with the Gulf
region, particularly in areas such as health sciences, cybersecurity,
and cultural studies fields where Lithuania offers real expertise and
value for future partnerships.

This coverage reflects the growing interest in Lithuania across the
Gulf and opens new doors for cooperation in education, research,
and culture.

More:

Al Ayam - first Bahreini daily to visit Lithuania

Article on Lithuanian innovations an cooperation possibilities

Interview with Viceminister of Foreign Affairs J. Pranevicius

Interview with Viceminister of Defense K. Aleksa_

Al Ayam video report about Lithuania
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“Gulf News": Lithuania is Your
Summer Escape for Quiet Luxury

"Gulf News"” presents Lithuania as an ideal summer getaway for
travelers from the UAE and the Gulf. The piece highlights
Lithuania’s serene landscapes, boutique experiences, and
emerging status as a destination for those seeking “quiet luxury”
away from the crowds. Full article here

N LITHUANIA IN
THE GULF
MEDIA

KUWAIT

“The Times Kuwait”: Lithuania,
Kuwait ties embody a
multifaceted relation

In an extensive interview with “The Times Kuwait”,
Ambassador Ramunas Davidonis discusses the
growing Lithuania-Kuwait partnership. The article
covers cooperation in trade, education,
innovation, and cultural exchange, emphasizing
Lithuania’s commitment to deepening ties with
Kuwait and the wider Gulf region. Eull article here
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Lithuania, Kuwait ties embod
a multifaceted relation

Elsborating on diplamarac relationa brisem the tue frimdiy atates. Arcbaasador of Littucnia H.E. Ramnas Dauidonss
poented cat, “Lithuams and Kuwart established diplomatss relations in Apri 1994, and sese thn the nelationshep has
growm in srumgih ia varicus wcises, paving the uay foe ontinusd seopanation trads, and cultural sxchangs.

“The Times Kuwait”:
Lithuania is a Hidden Gem of
European Tourism

“The Times Kuwait” highlights Lithuania as one of
Europe's undiscovered treasures for travelers. The
article explores Lithuania’s rich history, vibrant
culture, and stunning natural beauty, positioning it
as a must-visit destination for Gulf tourists seeking
authentic experiences. Full article here


https://timeskuwait.com/lithuania-kuwait-ties-embody-a-multifaceted-relation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYGN1AZGq5k
https://timeskuwait.com/lithuania-kuwait-ties-embody-a-multifaceted-relation/
https://timeskuwait.com/discovering-lithuania-a-hidden-gem-in-european-tourism/
https://www.alayam.com/alayam/local/1094753/News.html
https://www.alayam.com/alayam/local/1095608/News.html
https://alayam.com/alayam/first/1094754/News.html
https://www.alayam.com/alayam/local/1095229/News.html
https://www.alayam.com/alayam/local/1095229/News.html
https://gulfnews.com/gn-focus/why-lithuania-is-your-perfect-summer-escape-for-quiet-luxury-1.500108325
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https://alayam.com/alayam/first/1094754/News.html
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TO THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Wilszd 459402 8514w

Villa 173, Mohammed Bin Ali Al Rumaithi Str.
Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Ph.: +971 2 77 74 000

Email: amb.ae@mfa.lt


https://x.com/LTinUAE
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